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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Lowee Norfolk County Virginia Antiquary. Edited by Edward W. 

James. Richmond, Va. : Whittet & Shepperson, General Printers. No. 

1, Part I. 

This is a neat pamphlet of 36 pages, tasteful, and full of interest. The 
aims and purposes of the publication are thus succinctly stated by the editor : 
'■'■The Antiquary is intended for the purpose of making known and perpetuat- 
ing the history of this section ; and, as the editor and proprietor is doing this 
exclusively for his own pleasure, there will be no notes and no queries — no 
questions asked, and none answered. " 

Lee of Virginia, 1642-1892. Biographical and Genealogical Sketches of the 
Descendants of Colonel Richard Lee, with brief notices of the related 
families of Allerton, Armistead, Aylett, Bedinger, Beverley, Bland, Boil- 
ing, Carroll, Carter, Chambers, Corbin, Custis, Digges, Fairfax, Fitzhugh, 
Garden, Grymes, Hanson, Jenings, Jones, Ludwell, Marshall, Mason, 
Page, Randolph, Shepherd, Shippen, Tabb, Taylor, Turberville, Wash- 
ington, and others. Edited and published by Edmund Jennings Lee, 
M. D., Member of tlie Historical Societies of Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
Philadelphia. 1895. 

Perhaps there is no other family in the United States that has afforded 
such a brilliant array of soldiers, statesmen, and orators as the Lees. The 
task of Dr. Lee, therefore, was not only genealogical, but historical. He may 
well be proud of the splendid volume which he has presented to the public. 
The difficulty, no doubt, was to condense what he had to say into the large 
volume which he has published. The price of the volume, $10, is large, but 
the contents are fully worth that sum. Virginia has been most fortunate in 
having so many excellent biographies of her leading men. 

American Book-Plates : A guide to their study, with examples. By Charles 

Deiter Allen, Member of Ex-Libris Society, London; Member oftlie Grolier 

Club, New York; Member of the Connecticut Society, Hartford. With a 

Biography by Eben Newell Hewins, member of the Ex-Libris Society. 

Illustrated with many rare and interesting book-plates, and, in the finer 

editions, with many prints from the original copies, both old and ancient. 

New York: McMillan & Co. London: MDCCCXCIV. 

This is an elegant work, and no library ought to be without it. Virginia 

finds ample representation in upwards of 100 names. The book is profusely 

illustrated with plates. "In one important feature the Northern plates differ 

from the Southern — they are mostly the work of our native engravers, very 

few being done in England. The work of these native artisans, who were 

mostly self-taught in this art of engraving on copper, is confessedly inferior 

to that of the London experts, found upon the Southern plates, both in draw- 
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ing and execution ; but their work is of more value to trie collector from this 
fact of their being American work. They furnish examples of native skill, 
both in engraving and copper-plate printing. " 

The Head of a Hundbed. Being an Account of Certain Passages in the Life 
of Humphrey Huntoon, Esq., Sometime an Officer in the Colony of Vir- 
ginia Edited by Maud Wilder Goodwin, author of " The Colonial Cava- 
lier." Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 

Mrs. Goodwin's second essay in the field of colonial Virginia history has 
taken the form of fiction that is part a title. The two chief characters in The 
Head of a Hundred, and, therefore, the main thread of their story, are ficti- 
tious ; but incidentally we are brought into speech with John Cary, Rolfe, 
George Thorpe, Miles Cary, the master of "Jordan's Journey " and his wife, 
Sir George Yeardley and other personages of the authentic chronicles. We 
are present at the meeting of the first legislative assembly in the New World 
in 1619; witness the arrival of "the maids" at Jamestown; go on an embassy 
to the King of Accomac ; and, at the last, find ourselves in the midst of the 
great massacre of 1622. The story is a straight-forward narrative told in the 
first person, and the historic characters not infrequently use the language 
attributed to them in the old records, as when Cary explains that he had had 
a Bible, but thinks that it must have been "ymbeasiled" from his sea-trunk. 
These little bits of authenticity contribute in no small degree to the reader's 
pleasure. While certain features of the main narrative, a very pretty love 
affair, seem somewhat improbable, especially in this very early day of the 
colony, Mrs. Goodwin tells her story simply, directly, and in a style that is 
always pleasant and refined. In the mechanical make-up of the little book the 
publishers have left nothing to be desired. 

Recollections of a Mlnistey of Foety Yeabs. By Caleb Davis Bradlee, 

D. D. 

This is an address delivered by this veteran preacher and thinker before a 
meeting of the "Boston Association of Ministers," January 14, 1895. It con- 
tains pleasant notices of several distinguished Unitarian preachers, as the Rev. 
Thomas Starr King, Kev. Frederick D. Huntingdon, Kev. Kufus Ellis, Kev. 
Arthur B. Fuller, Rev. Edward E. Hale, and others. Dr. Bradlee contrasts 
modern Unitarianism with the TJnitarianism of his youth, and finds fault with 
the liberty of the day that reaches anarchy, the irreverence and want of faith 
now prevailing in religious circles. 

Richaed Mowkv, of Uxbbidge, Mass. : A Family History. By William A. 
Mowry, A. M., Member of the Rhode Island Historical Society; Honorary 
Member of the 2V. H. Antiquarian Society ; and Corresponding Member of 
the Oregon Pioneer and Historical Society. Providence : Sidney S. Rider, 
Publisher. 1878. 

Dr. Mowry, the author of this work, is one of the Directors of the cele- 
brated Summer Institute at Martha's Vineyard, Mass. The following para- 
graph is worth quoting from his letter to the editor: "I was at Williamsburg 
in my army experience in 1863. I visited Williamsburg again with my wife 



